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246 TRAVELS IN CHILE AND LA PLATA.

Cochrane, on making a visit to the daughter of the
governor, saw, in an adjoining room, the door of
which was left inadvertently open, the lost cabinet.
8he immediately claimed her property, which was
denied to be the same; she insisted upon its being
brought out, and upon the governor being called from
his office, the matter was discussed : the governor
asgured lady Cochrane that he had not the slightest
idea the cabinet was the one lost ; his daughter had
bought it of a soldier, but that it was then empty;
they had never seen any thing of the other lost pro-
perty. The cabinet was restored : it was remark-
able as being the only thing of the sort ever seen in
Chile, -and must have been noticed frequently by the
governor and his daughter in their visits to Lord
Cochrane’s house.

Imprisonment is never suffered for debt, the per-
son of the debtor being inviolable : his propérty how-
ever may be seized and confiscated to satisfy the de-
mands of his éreditors; that done, he is no farther
redponsible for the discharge of former claims.

In many places, when speaking of the nature of

the government, I have ventured to mention the
spirit of peculation existing ameng the Chilenos in
office: it meed only be sald, that it also formed a
principal feature in the Spanish system; all robbed
and plundered the public revenue, and all provided
for themselves while they continued in public em-
ployment. From the highest to the lower offices of
the state the same system prevails ; bribes are every
where taken—a destructive system this in a young
state. Little hope of amendment in this particular
is to be expected in Chile ; in Buenos Ayres the case
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